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CONFIDENTIAL ATHENS 2658 
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SUBJECT: TURKISH MILITARY EXERCISES IN THE AEGEAN 

REF: ATHENS 2604 

1 . BEGIN UNCLASSIFIED: PRESS COVERAGE OF THE TURKISH AIR AND NAVAL 
EXERCISES IN THE AEGEAN CONTINUES TO SUGGEST THAT THE GOG IS 
TRYING, THROUGH ITS BACKGROUND BRIEFING AND OTHER STATEMENTS TO THE 
PRESS, TO MAINTAIN AN ATMOSPHERE OF CALM. FOR EXAMPLE, ALL 
NEWSPAPERS TODAY (MARCH 23) REPORT THAT THE TURKISH EXERCISES 

HAVE CONTINUED TO TAKE PLACE WITHOUT ANY VIOLATIONS OF GREEK AIR- 
SPACE OR TERRITORIAL WATERS. IN ADDITION, MINISTER OF NATIONAL 
DEFENSE AVEROFF IS QUOTED WIDELY AS REPEATING HIS EARLIER 
COMMENTS (RETEL) SAYING THAT, ALTHOUGH THE TURKISH 
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MILITARY EXERCISES MAY HAVE MADE COMMUNICATIONS SOMEWHAT 
DIFFICULT, COMMUNICATIONS WITH THE AEGEAN ISLANDS HAD NOT 
BEEN INTERRUPTED. ANOTHER AUTHORITATIVE SOURCE ADDED 
THAT ALL AIR AND SEA TRANSPORTATION SCHEDULES IN THE 
AEGEAN ARE BEING CARRIED OUT NORMALLY. 

2. THE PRESS REPORTS THAT FOREIGN MINISTER BITSIOS MET WITH 
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AVEROFF AT THE MINISTRY OF NATIONAL DEFENSE YESTERDAY BUT 
ADDS THAT IT WAS ANNOUNCED THE MEETING WAS "ROUTINE." 

THE PRESS ALSO CARRIED REPORTS FROM ANKARA THAT THE TURKISH 
NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL MET YESTERDAY IN A SPECIAL SESSION 
UNDER THE CHAIRMANSHIP OF PRESIDENT KORUTURK IN CONNECTION 
WITH THE TURKISH EXERCISES IN THE AEGEAN. ANOTHER ANKARA 
REPORT QUOTED MILLIYET AS SAYING THAT THE GOG HAD COMPLAINED 
TO NATO SECRETARY GENERAL LUNS ABOUT THE TURKISH EXERCISES, 
FOLLOWING WHICH THE TURKISH MISSION CIRCULATED A MEMORANDUM 
TO ALL NATO MEMBERS EXPLAING THE TURKISH POSITION. END UNCLASSIFIED. 

3. BEGIN CONFIDENTIAL; THE HELLENIC AIR STAFF 

(HAS) INFORMED THE AIR ATTACHE TODAY THAT THERE HAD 
BEEN VERY LITTLE TURKISH AIR OR NAVAL ACTIVITY IN THE 
EXERCISE AREAS IN QUESTION IN THE AEGEAN SO FAR (ONLY A FEW 
AIRCRAFT AND A SMALL NUMBER OF SHIPS HAD BEEN OBSERVED) AND 
NO OBSERVED GUNFIRE. THE HAS OFFICERS DESCRIBED THE EXERCISE 
AS A NON-EVENT, AT LEAST TO DATE. 

4. MEANWHILE, WE HAVE LEARNED ON GOOD AUTHORITY THAT 
THE GOG HAS SCHEDULED A NAVAL EXERCISE IN THE 
"CENTRAL AEGEAN" TO BEGIN MARCH 29, AS PART OF 

ITS REGULAR EXERCISE PROGRAM. WE WILL BE GETTING 
DETAILS ABOUT THIS TOMORROW. END CONFIDENTIAL. 

KUBISCH 
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